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WELCOME AND OVERVIEW 
ROBERT SHAW , CHAIR, PRINCIPAL NORTH QUINCY HIGH SCHOOL 

MADELINE ROY, CO-CHAIR, DIRECTOR OF SYSTEM CURRICULUM AND PROGRAMS 

  

 What are the Advanced Pathways? 

 

 What are we offering?  What are the organizing 
principles of the courses? 

 

 How many students are involved in 2015-2016? 
Who are they? 

 

 How is the first year going? 
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ORGANIZING PRINCIPLES OF ADVANCED COURSES 

English Language Arts 
 

 Differentiation of standards 
  

 RL.8.5: Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the  
 differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style. 
 

  Differentiated RL.8.5: Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts    

  representing different genres and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes 
  to its meaning and style. 
 

  Depth – the degree to which the student explores the content and understands the   

  discipline’s knowledge and practices (what the student knows and understands) 
 

  Complexity – the levels of higher order thinking students use when synthesizing content  

  knowledge to complete authentic tasks (what the student does with what he/she knows and 
  understands) 4 



    ORGANIZING PRINCIPLES OF ADVANCED COURSES 

Mathematics 
 

 Content Standards are already rigorous  
  

 Standards for Mathematical Practice  are points of 
intersection between content and practice; balance of 
procedure and understanding 

 

 Productive Struggle 
 

 Depth and Complexity requires higher order knowledge and 
skills 

 

 Pacing accelerates based on the learning style and needs of 
the students 
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WHO ARE THE STUDENTS? 

 
  Criteria used for Year I           Madeline 
 
 Placement successes and challenges at AMS    Maureen 
 
 Placement successes and challenges at BMMS   Dan 
 
 Opportunities for Students:          Rob 
 8/9 transition and identifying students to join  
 the pathway in year two 
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• Middle School and High School Teachers will share 
their  Year 1 experiences and will 

 
• Share their own examples of differentiation for 

Advanced Learners in Grades 6-9 

How is the first year going? 
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WHAT’S DIFFERENT IN AN ADVANCED  
ELA CLASS? 

  
 
  
 

   MRS. DELISLE’S   CREATIVE CLASSICS 
 

   MR. ADAMS’ AND MR. GILBERT   
     DEEPENING STUDENTS UNDERSTANDING  
 

  MRS. PHILLIPS & MRS. DUNNE   
     DIFFERENTIATION FOR ADVANCED STUDENTS 
 

   MRS. SHAW’S    DEPTH AND COMPLEXITY 
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MRS. DELISLE’S ADVANCED CLASS 
BUILDS RIGOR WITH CHILDREN’S CLASSIC 

 Same lessons, but differentiate  
 my expectations for work 
 

 Faster pace with the "teaching"  
 and allow for more time for independent  
 and group learning 
 

 With PARCC items, Common Core and  
 Advanced ELA in mind ~ created a new unit  
 using Dr. Seuss and the messages behind  
 his classic children's stories 
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 With the advanced class the discussions were far more 
philosophical and complex 

 

  Students seemed naturally preform at a higher level of   
 Blooms Taxonomy 

 

  Philosophical approach to "The Cat in The Hat“ 
 

  Themes included: trust, wrongness, social expectations, 
 responsibility and lying 

 

  Students wrote a paper synthesizing the themes found in 
 the story 

Depth and Complexity with Advanced Learners 
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MR. ADAMS’ APPROACH TO ADVANCED ELA 

Unit Grade Level Skills Advanced Skills 

Literature 

Non-Fiction 

Comprehension 

Analysis 

Discussion 

Deeper understanding 

through discovery and 

discussion of contrasting 

and/or parallel current 

events 

  

Analysis of newspapers 

and Junior Scholastic 

Magazine news articles 

to determine who they 

interview as experts 
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MR. ADAMS’ APPROACH TO ADVANCED ELA 

Writing Multiparagraph 

Transitions 

Strong Conclusions 

Rich Language 

Discussion 

Embed related 

research 

 

Metaphorical 

summary 

Public audience: 

two essay contests 

Unit Grade Level Skills Advanced Skills 
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MR. ADAMS’ APPROACH TO ADVANCED ELA 

Unit Grade Level Skills Advanced Skills 

MLA Social 

Research a Social 

Groundbreaker 

Secondary Sources 

Reliable Sources 

Variety of Sources 

No Plagiarism 

No Wikipedia 

Email interviews with 

primary sources 

and experts on the 

topic 

  

Create a pyramid of 

those who came 

before and on whose 

shoulders the person 

being researched 

stands 
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DIFFERENTIATION FOR ADVANCED LEARNERS 

MRS. PHILLIPS AND MRS. DUNNE 

DEPTH: the degree to which a student explores the content and 

understands the discipline; deepening the discipline 

knowledge and practices 

 

COMPLEXITY: the levels of thinking used when students combine 

their content knowledge, skills, and personal attitudes to 

complete authentic tasks; using sophisticated levels of 

advanced thinking 

 

PACING: the rate at which students learn new material or 

standards; often, this is accelerated for advanced learners 

and these students may work more independently. 14 



DIFFERENTIATION FOR ADVANCED LEARNERS 
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MRS. PHILLIPS’ APPROACH TO GR 7 ADVANCED ELA 
Standard(s) Typical Learners Advanced Learners 

 Reading for 

Literature MA. 

8.A 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

  

Typical – 

Narrative 

Writing 3.a-e 

  

Advanced –  

Expository 

Writing 2.a-f 

  

  

  
  

Part I 

Students read the short story “Seventh Grade” by 

Gary Soto.  We then, as a class, discuss the story and 

take notes on the literary elements.  Next, we answer 

close reading questions based on the text.   

 

Students then read the short story “Eleven” by 

Sandra Cisneros and compose small group notes on 

the literary elements.  As a class, we discuss the story 

and draw comparisons to the previous story. 

  

 

 

 

 

Part II: Writing 

Using the literary elements, students will brainstorm a 

plot line for a personal narrative story that, like the 

two stories read, describes a situation that turned out 

different than the writer expected.  As in the two 

short stories, the resolution must show how the writer 

grew or changed because of the experience.  

Students will then compose a first draft.  After, 

students will analyze a model response.  Students will 

finally revise and edit their first drafts and compose a 
final draft. 

Part I 

Students read the short story “Rikki-tikki-tavi” by Rudyard Kipling.  

As a class, we then discuss the story and take notes on the 

literary elements.   

 

Students compose a one-page response (using claim, 

evidence, and reasoning) to the prompt: “Does Rikki-tikki-tavi 

show courage or is his response to the snakes merely instinct?”  

Students will then read the short story “The Dinner Party” by 

Mona Gardner and compose self-generated notes on literary 

elements.  We will discuss the two stories as a class. 

  

 

 

 

Part II: Writing 

Students will use a brainstorming graphic organizer to compare 

and contrast the two stories, focusing on the literary elements 

and the topic of courage.  Students will then compose a five-

paragraph literary response comparing and contrasting how 

the two stories approach the topic of courage.  Students will 
revise and edit first drafts and compose final drafts. 
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DIFFERENTIATING FOR ADVANCED STUDENTS WITH  

 MS. DUNNE’S GR. 8 CLASS 
Standard(s) Typical Learners Advanced Learners 

  

Reading for 

Literature 

RL.8.4 

Reading for 

Informational Text 

RI.8.3 

  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

PART I 

Students will read an excerpt from the book   

Hidden Life of Dogs by Elizabeth Marshall Thomas 

(nonfiction) using close-analytical reading strategies 

and discuss the concept of anthropomorphism, based 

on five of her observations. 

  

Read The Call of the Wild by Jack London (fiction) and, 

in class discussions, cite examples of 

anthropomorphism. 

  

Ask students to observe a pet or animal in order to 

detect anthropomorphic characteristics, if any. 

  

  

PART II: Writing 

Ask students to synthesize information gathered from 

the two texts as well as their personal observations in a 

well-developed persuasive essay defending the theory 

that anthropomorphism is real (Elizabeth Marshall 
Thomas) or just a literary device (Jack London). 

PART I 

Students will read an excerpt from Hidden Life of Dogs by Elizabeth 

Marshall Thomas (nonfiction) using close-analytical reading 

strategies and, in small groups, debate the validity of the author’s 

claim of proven anthropomorphism in real life by evaluating the 

examples in five of her observations.  

  

Read The Call of the Wild by Jack London (fiction) and keep a 

journal of examples of the author’s use of the literary device 

anthropomorphism as well as the emotions each example evoked. 

 

Also, discuss any personal observations of anthropomorphic 

behavior observed in a pet or animal. 

  

Part II:  Writing 

 1. Ask students to search for other self-generated evidence of 

anthropomorphism in an area of their choice:  Literature, Film, Art, 

or Advertising. 

 2.  Then write an essay discussing their findings and evaluating the 

effect that the author’s, filmmaker’s, artist’s, or advertiser’s use of 

anthropomorphism has on the reader or viewer. 

  

Part III: Speaking/Listening 

Ask students to present their position in the great debate over 

anthropomorphism (using evidence from the two texts); or to 

present their new findings and evaluation of the effectiveness of 

anthropomorphism in literature, film, art, or advertising.    
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NINTH GRADE ELA: ALL LEARNERS 

       Anchor Text: Ernest Hemingway, The Old Man and the Sea 
 
      Core Tasks 
      Examine elements of Hemingway’s biography 

   Examine elements of Hemingway’s writing style 
      Examine and discuss components of the Hemingway Code Hero 
        

      Read The Old Man and the Sea 
      In discussion and in writing, analyze the  
      components of the Code Hero that apply  
      to The Old Man and the Sea 
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NINTH GRADE ELA: ADVANCED LEARNERS 

Add depth with additional texts: Hemingway’s short stories “A Clean, Well Lighted Place” and “The Short, 
Happy Life of Francis Macomber” 
 

Add depth with supplementary literary criticism related to the novel and  
short stories 
 

Add complexity with small group discussions and presentations on character  
development 
 

Add complexity with a writing assignment on “The Short, Happy Life of Francis  
Macomber” that requires the student to select a character who exemplifies the  
Code Hero, justify the selection with evidence from the text, and support the  
Selection with arguments drawn from the literary criticism 
 

      Analysis – Synthesis – Evaluation  
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WHAT’S DIFFERENT IN AN ADVANCED  
MATH CLASS? 

  
 
  
 

   MR. DALEY’S     HIGHER ORDER THINKING 
 

   MS. CORBO’S    BLOOMS TAXONOMY 
 

  MR. SANTORO’S  HIGH EXPECTATIONS 
 

   MRS. TOMASINI’S  DEPTH AND COMPLEXITY 
 

   MR. SHAW’S   PRODUCTIVE STRUGGLE 
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Grade 6 Advanced Mathematics 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Suggested Differentiation for Advanced Learners 
 

Utilize materials, activities, and assessments that: 
 

• Require higher order thinking 

• Engage students in more abstract applications 

• Make connections to other disciplines 

• Move students towards independence 

• Allow for creativity in problem solving 

        Mr. Daley’s Grade 6 Math 
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Require Higher Order Thinking 

Content Standard:  6.EE.A.2 - Write, read, and evaluate expressions in which letters stand for numbers. 
Standard for Mathematical Practice:   SMP.3 - Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others. 

 

Lily wrote the expression shown below.      

                                                6x -3  

    a. What is the coefficient of the variable in Lily’s 

expression? 

 

    b. What is the value of Lily’s expression when x equals 

five?    

 

Pedro wrote an expression that is equivalent to the 

statement shown below. 

8 more than the difference of 2x and 1 

 

    c. What could be the expression that Pedro wrote? 

 

    d. What is the difference of the value of Lily’s 

expression when x equals 5 and the value of Pedro’s 

expression when x equals 5? Show or explain how you got 

your answer. 

Standard Math  

Solve an open response item. 

Advanced Math  

Analyze sample student responses. 
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Ms. Corbo’s Differentiation for the Advanced Learner 
Sample PARRC Grade 6 Math Question 

Standard Pace 

Students are asked to : 

Select an equation that best fits 
the   word problems as part of a 
multiple choice question 

Read data from an input/output 
table and plot the coordinates 
on a pre made graph 

 

Advanced Pace 

Students are asked to : 

Creating the equation from their 
own analysis of the question in a 
short answer format 

Completing a blank input/output 
table then designing all aspects 
of the graph by deciding which 
are  the independent and 
dependent variables 
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Sample of Differentiated Question 
Sample PARRC Grade 6 Math Question 

Standard 

1. A ball is dropped from different 
heights…  

 

 

2. Which equation is used to find y… 

3. On the graph draw …. 

Advanced 

Drop Bounce 

10” 5” 

20” 10” 

30” 15” 

A ball is dropped from a height of… 
 

1a.) Write the independent and   
 dependent variables. 
 (x) Independent  Variable_________________ 

 (y) Dependent Variable___________________ 

 
1b.) Complete the table. 
  
  
  
 
 

1c.) Create a graph with your data….  

Input(x) Output(y) 
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MR. SANTORO’S APPROACH TO ADVANCED MATH GR. 8 

Accelerated Pace 

- Covering a new topic per class session 

- Exposing students to both 8th grade and 9th grade curriculums 

 

Assessments with High Expectations and Rigor 
- Constructed with both MCAS and PARCC elements 

- Require mathematical reasoning and attention to precision 

 
Accountability 

- Students are expected to be self learners 
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MR. SANTORO’S APPROACH TO ADVANCED MATH GR. 8 

Most Essential Resource 

-Big Ideas Math  

Student Platform Teacher Platform 
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MRS. TOMASINI’S GRADE 8 DIFFERENTIATION  

Course Class Textbook 

Grade 8 

Math 
Standard 

Big Ideas 

Blue 

Grade 8 

Algebra 

 

Advanced 
Big Ideas 

Algebra 1 

Algebra 1 APC 

Holt 

McDougal 

Algebra 1 

Three different 

textbooks are used. 

Standard and 

Advanced textbooks 

have 2 types of 

questions: Level A & B 

The APC textbook has 

3 levels of questions, 

as well as “challenge 

practice” 27 



 

 

DIFFERENTIATING FOR THE ADVANCED LEARNER 

 
Video Game Club Problem: Members of a video game rental club 

pay a $15 fee and $2 for new release games.  Nonmembers pay 

$3 per game. 

Advanced & 
APC 

Write a system of linear equations that represents 
this situation 

Advanced & 
APC 

Create a table of values that shows the total cost for 
both club members and nonmembers after renting 
1,2,3,4,5 and 6 games  

Advanced & 
APC 

Use the table to make a graph of this system of 
equations. Under what circumstance does it make 
sense to become  a club member? 

  
APC 

Solve the system by any other method, EXPLAIN how 
your graph and the second solution arrive at the same 
result 
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High School Geometry: 30-60-90 and 45-
45-90 Triangles 

  

    H = hypotenuse 
    L =  leg 

H = hypotenuse 
LL = long leg (across from 
60º) 
SL = short leg (across from 
30º) 
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High School Geometry: 30-60-90 and 45-
45-90 Triangles 

Typical Learners 

Students are given the ratios 

 

Students complete practice 
problems using the ratios 

 

Student explore the concept 
underlying the ratios 

Advanced Learners 

Students are not given the ratios 

 

Students complete problems that 
lead them to discover the concept 
underlying the ratios 
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High School Geometry: 30-60-90 and 45-
45-90 Triangles 
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NEXT STEPS 

School Based Instructional and Grade Level Teams 
• Student Progress Updates (Site Based) 
• Report Card Grades Term I and II 
• Placement Reviews with Parents and Principals 
• Teachers Renew/Revise Expectations with Students  

Advanced Pathways and CAMT Team 
• Vertical Team Meetings 
• Reflection of Initiative Progress in March 
• Placement discussions for 2016-17 take place April-June  
• Piloting and Revisions of Pacing Guides and Differentiated Lessons 
• Assessment of Advanced Pathways Initiative in June 32 



 
THANK YOU  

FOR YOUR TIME TONIGHT! 
 Quincy School Committee Members 

Maureen MacNeil, Principal Atlantic Middle School 

Dan Gilbert, Principal Broad Meadows Middle School 

Kim Delisle, Grade 8 ELA Teacher Point Webster Middle School 

Ron Adams, Grade 7 ELA Teacher Broad Meadows Middle School 

Mary Ellen Phillips, Grade 7 ELA Teacher Atlantic Middle School 

Patricia Dunne, Grade 7 ELA Teacher Atlantic Middle School 

Tim Daley, Grade 6 Math Teacher Atlantic Middle School 

Dawn Tomasini, Grade 8 Math Teacher Central Middle School 

Mike Santoro, Grade 8 Math Teacher Point Webster Middle School 

Jennifer Shaw, Grade 9 Advanced ELA Teacher, North Quincy High School 
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